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Among the Garos, a tribe of Assam, who have the system
of female kinship, a man's sons receive nothing of his property
at his death. It all goes to the man who married his favourite
daughter, on condition that, at the death of his father-in-law,
he must marry the widow, his mother-in-law, through whom
he succeeds to the whole of his father-in-law's estate. The
sons of the deceased, inheriting nothing from their father,
have to look to the family into which they marry for their
establishment in life. Amongst the Garos, as amongst the
Khasis, another tribe of Assam, the wife is the head of the
family, and through her all the family property descends.1
Elsewhere I have suggested that among the ancient Latins
succession to the throne may have been regulated by a rule
which combined the hereditary with the elective principle,
and I have shown that such a combination is found in the rule
of succession in not a few African kingdoms.2 To the
examples there cited I may now add a few others. Among
the Wafipa, a tribe to the east of Lake Tanganyika, " royalty
is at once hereditary and elective. It is hereditary in the sense
that the King must always be chosen from the same family,
that of the Watwaki. It is elective, since the candidate for
the throne must be recognized and approved by the Great
Council. The heir presumptive to the throne bears the name
of Wakouchamdama. His title is conferred even in the life-
time of the king. Usually he is one of the King's brothers,
or one of his nephews, rarely one of his children." 3
In the kingdom of the Shilluk, a tribe of the Upper Nile,
the kingship is hereditary " in so far as the king must always
be a member of the royal family, that is, of the descendants
of Nyikang, and only a person whose father has been a king
may be elected. There are three houses of the royal family,
and the king is elected from each of these royal branches in
turn. If there are several brothers in the branch whose turn
it is to have the kingship, upon the death of the king one of
these brothers will be elected. But in case there is no vacancy
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